Bengal Aerotropolis
inaugurated, renamed
after poet Nazrul Islam

S (Durgapur B, 19 Septlember

After various verbal and other differ-
ences over two years, Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee's government final-
ly demonstrated s support for an
aerotropolis project here, with half the
sate cabinet and she arriving for the
formal inauguration on Thursday.

Banerjes also renamed the project
— o new nirport, 200 km {rom Kolkata
(phes a township and industrial park
aroarnd it, yet to be buflt) —after one of
her supposedly favourite pocts. It is
now to be known as the Kozl Nazrul
Islam airport. The poet’s daughter,
Kalyani Kafi, shared the stage with the
CM at the event.,

This was the state's only major
Inddustrial project under implementa-
thon and the adrport i expected o begin
opermtions from the coming April. The
entiny in question s Rengal Asrotropalis
Projects Lid (BAPL), a venture of local
entreprensurs, in which Singapore’s
Changl Adrports has a 26 per cent stake.

This profect was concetved in 2006-
07 during the Left Front government
and the alrport was (o have been ready
a year before. However, after Banerice
came o power in 201, her government
had opposed the profect and held back
various needed clearances, It also
announced a decision to buikd anoth-
e alrport at Asansol, only 40 km away,
among other things: that plan has now
been ghven up. The developens also had
o reallgn their land requirement and
had various problems from the state
Rovernment In acquiring whatever clse
was needed after the Left government
had departed.

However, all that is supposed to be
now pan of the past. “We are expecting
Uhier adrpaont will be inaugurstod wnd oper-
ational on Poila Ralsakh (Bengall now
e, on April 14 next year)” said BAPL
chirector and chief executive officer (CRO)
Partha Ghosh, Construction of the run-
way, passenger terminal and alr traffic
control bulkding is almost complete but
coquipmment is yet o' be installed. BAPL s
in talks with all major domestic airlines
to bring them here: the first Might ks 1ike-
Iy 1o be on the Durgapur-Delhi rotte,

AL a time when all other big-ticket
projects in the state like JSW Steel's
steel/power profect at Salbonl or
NTPC's power project af Katwa have
hit some block or the other in the
Mamata regime, the Andal project has
become a showcase one for the latter.
“The Kazrl Nacenul Islam airpont is a land-

Raperhen o the naming ceremaony of
Durgapuar Alrport, now Kajl Mazrul
Islam Alrport
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mark achievement. This will mark the
beginning of a new ern for Bengal as
an investment destination,” said a
plessed Raneries on Thursday. "1 would
Tilkee oy urge Changd and the investors’
community to come and invest in the
state. That is our sobe foous "

Later, respomnding toa query on this,
Lim Linng Song, CEOQ, Changl Alrports
International, said: “The almport city is
a part of our long-term commitment.
We also, on our behall, unge investors
from our country and worldwide to
come und fnvest here” He, however,
did not comment on whether Changl
would increase its stake in BAPL, as
suggested earlier by the government.

Recently, the government decided
to provide a thiee-year sales txwalver
on aviation turbine fuel to alrlines which
wouild be operating oul of non-metmo
adrpors like this one. This & going ©
help BAPL to woo aidines tocome here,

Thee government also has a 123 per
cent stake through West Bengal
Industrial Development Corporation.
Other Indian promoters include
IL&FS, Pragntl Social Infrastructure &
Developanent, Pragati 47, Lend Lease

Company India and Ciltystar
Infrastructure.
The airport has been bullt over 650

acres with an investment of 8600 crare
bt for BAPL, this ks onlby half the job: it
has plans for an airport city, an infor-
mation technology park, hospltals and
a residential complex. The arport city
Is expected 1o see an investment of
abott TI0000 crone,



