Pre-commissioning activities begin at new airport

Spaull Correspandent

ANDAL (WEST BENMGAL: Pre-
commissioning  activities
have begun at the nfw airport
in West Bengal with the Air-
ports Authority of India run-
ning test flights and
conducting calibration of the
navigational aids installed at
the airport which has been
named Kazi Nozrul lslam
Alrport by Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee, after the
rencwmned poct and compos-

had conceived mm;u

tor Eg ﬁilmhmﬁﬂw
of India 5. Bhaduri said at a
medin interaction here the
airport was “effectively tak-
ing the last step towards get-
ting its licence its
calibration test flights, Ex-
aminations are being con-
ducted in the run-up to the
DHGCA permit™

A non-scheduled fier Pin-
nacle Airlines has already got
the work order for commenc-
Ing the four days a week Right
connecting Coochbehar, Bag-
dogra, Durgpaur and Kolkata
to mark the commencement.
State Transport Secretary

* Alapan Bandyopadhyay said
that the airport will improve
regional air connectivity.
Partha Ghosh managing
direetor, Bengal Aerotropolis
Projects Lid, the jm';:‘x b\:en-
ture v that 1
pmrrm:h 1 36 per cent
equity participation by Chan-
gl Airports India Pie Lid,
said that the col was
hopeful of getting its formal
licence to My by April 15,
BAPL was formed in 2007
He said that at least one
regional carrier Air Costa,
was keen to commence ser-
vices from the new airport to
cater to the vast number of

families who undertake a
three-day train travel to car-

ry their sick to the south for
medical treatment. :

Around Hs 1,000 crores has
been spent so far on the air-
port project, which is part of a
larger airport-city project for
which nearly 2,000 acres
were acquired during the
Buddhadeb

rule.

However, the project ran
into multiple hurdles which
included the regulatory au-
thority’s objection to an elec-
tricity transmission line
close to the airport and to
land owners' objection to ac-
quisition of land needed for
laying the road to connect the
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